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(where applicable)

Modern

Script

Old

Script

Alabama Awes ayelasgi
Translation of Choctaw albah 

amo  ‘thicket clearers’ or 

‘plant cutters’

aPs aBwsf aPs aBwsf

Alaska Equa gadohi Great Land eQ g4h eQ g4h

Arizona Awisona
From Pima ali sona-g ‘little-

spring-having’
aWDn aWDn

Arkansas Geiyi Downstream there biI biI

California Asquani galvlati Spaniard heaven asQ/ gkwT asQ/ gkwT

Colorado Gigagei gadohi Red land fgbi g4h fgbi g4h

Connecticut Utana uweyi Big river there utn uPI utn uPI

Delaware Gululo Danuwayi 

Phonetic lord + war there  

(mistranslation of Thomas 

West, 3rd Lord de la Ware, ‘of 

the Weir’, in Hertfordshire)

JM] c0\I JM] c0\I 

Florida Anitsilasyi Flowers there a/GwsI a/GwsI

Georgia Tetsatsitalii For George II 8EGtli 8EGtli

Hawaii Hawayi

The cognate is mythological 

Havaiki from Maori and other 

forms in other places but now 

is based on an old name for 

Hawai'i: Wai-hî  ‘waters-

squirting’, ‘water-trickling’

U\I U\I

Idaho Idaho
From Kiowa-Apache

ídaahę ‘enemy’
icS icS

Illinois Inoliyi Badger there iZlI iZlI

Indiana Ayvwiya gadohi
From Latin

‘land of the Indians’
axWy g4h axWy g4h

Iowa Iowa

From Dakota ayuxba  or 

ayuxwe,  possibly ‘sleepy 

ones’, or from Algonquian 

Miami-Illinois: /aayohoowia/ 

[Costa 2000]

io\ io\

Kansas Ugalaya unoleyi
‘South wind there’,  

translation from the Kaw 

language: kką:ze 

ugwy uZ>I ugwy uZ>I

Kentucky Gonada gigahai Bleeding ground qnc fgUi qnc fgUi

Louisiana Teluwi For Louis XIV 8MW 8MW

Maine Maine
Phonetic reference to 

French province
%ip %ip

Maryland Temeli For Mary (wife of Charles I) 8*l 8*l

Massachusetts Gadusiyi
‘Hill there’, translation of 

Mass-achu-s-et ‘big-hillock-

at’

gjRI gjRI

Michigan Equa amayi

‘Big water there.’ Perhaps 

from Old Ojibwe *meshi-

gami  ‘big lake’ (like 

gichigami  ‘big lake’)

eQ a%I eQ a%I



Minnesota Ulogili amayi Cloudy water there u]fl a%I u]fl a%I

Mississipi Misisiqui
Old Ottawa <missisipi> /missi-

siipi/ ‘big river’  [per Goddard 

2007] 

NRRF NRRF

Missouri Tsiyu aisv uweyi

‘Ship sail river there’, 

translation from Miami-

Illinois /mihs-oor-i/  ‘wood-

boat-inanimate’: ‘canoe’

G= ai9 uPI G= ai9 uPI

Montana Odalvyi Mountain there ockI ockI

Nebraska Ayateni uweyi Flat river there ay8/ uPI ay8/ uPI

Nevada Unatsi alisdulo Snow cap unG alsj] unG alsj]

New Hampshire Tegilisi sgadugi For British county 8flR sgjf 8flR sgjf

New Jersey
Tegilisi ulohisdi 

ayeliama
For British Channel island

8flR u]hsd 
aBla%

8flR u]hsd 

aBla%

New Mexico Temehigo For Mexico 8*hq 8*hq

New York Nvyagi Phonetic rendering myf myf

North Carolina Tetsas
For Charles (the first husband 

of "Mary[land]")
8Es 8Es

North Dakota Dagotayi Dakotas there cqtI cqtI

Ohio Ohiyo Iroquoian ‘beautiful river’ ohY ohY

Oklahoma 
1 Asgaya gigageyi Red man there asgy fgbI asgy fgbI

Oklahoma 
2 Ogalahomi

From Muskogean

okla-homa   ‘people-red’
ogw$N ogw$N

Oregon Equa unoleyi Great wind there eQ uZ>I eQ uZ>I

Pennsylvania Teada For wood 8ac 8ac

Rhode island Usdi steiti Little state usd s8iT usd s8iT

South Carolina Soitetsas Other for Charles I Di8Es Di8Es

South Dakota Soidagota Other Dakotas there Dicqt Dicqt

Tennessee Tenasi For pine 8nR 8nR

Texas 
1 Tiqua

From Caddo

taysha'  ‘friend, ally’
TQ TQ

Texas 
2 Nvdagi Place of the Sun mcf mcf

Utah Dinegalvladitlv Navajo upper dpgkwd< dpgkwd<

Vermont Itsehi odalv Green mountain i}h ock i}h ock

Virginia 
1 Testesielisha For Elizabeth 8s8RelsU 8s8RelsU

Virginia 
2 Watsini Phonetic rendering \G/ \G/

Washington Tetsatsi For George (Washington) 8EG 8EG

West Virginia 
1 Soistesi Elisha Other Elizabeth Dis8R elsU Dis8R elsU

West Virginia 
2 Wudeligv watsini West + (phonetic rendering) X[lz \G/ X[lz \G/

Wisconsin Gunashiayi Grassy there JnshaI JnshaI

Wyoming Odalv ale Ugedaliyi Mountain and valley there ock a> ubclI ock a> ubclI

A big "thanks" (Wado!) to Tawodi Usdi for the basic list of state names

and Carl Masthay of St. Louis, MO, for his detailed edits and corrections.


